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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:38 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones, Jennifer Jansen, Jay McFadden, Cornel 

Munteanu, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, and Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director.  Audience: 2.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of September 28, 

2021; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that the city’s finances are in excellent shape, our cash balance is over $2 

million dollars, year to date our revenues have exceeded expenses by $583,000.  He would like to 

commend all of our directors and chiefs for being fiscally responsible and watching all of the 

expenditures.   

 

He would respectfully request that Council approve the requisition for two new police SUV’s.  He 

has been talking to the Chief about this and to save on costs we would like to purchase both cruisers 

this year; $60,000 will be from ARPA funds and the other cruiser will be leased to purchase through 

Capital Fund 301 and police equipment Fund 318.  As you know, we have been purchasing police 

and fire equipment every year during his administration, we have purchased four police cruisers over 

the last 3 ½ years.  His plan, since he took office, was to catch up on fire and police equipment 

purchases from the previous Council and administration’s lack of purchasing equipment for both the 

police and fire departments.  This will bring us up to six new police cruisers.  

 

He would also like to remind everyone about the fire levy coming up in November.  He would ask 

that everyone speak with their neighbors and ask them to support our fire department in this very 

important levy.  

 

He was going to request that Council adopt Ordinance 10-2021 for the non-union employees 

including the part time firefighters.  If Council does not vote on it this evening he wishes that they 

will vote on it quickly as he has been speaking to the fire chief and he needs the city to increase the 

part time firefighters to $23.50 to $24.45 in 2023.  Again, the fire chief needs this to keep par ttime 

personnel and to attract new hires.  

 

Also in Council packets was his Local Recovery Plan for the ARPA funds.  He wants to strategically 

spend the American Rescue Plan Act funds.  He has listened to the citizens and will continue to 
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assess all potential options for the use of the ARPA funds to benefit our residents.  Included in the 

report was his process to establish the best uses of the ARPA funds in accordance with federal 

regulations.  As you know, he has held several community meetings, many phone calls, emails and 

we have received community feedback.  Our planning process entails the following actions: (1) 

community engagement; (2) assessment of essential services and (3) gathering of data.  Priorities 

resulting from the public input included: (1) improving infrastructure; (2) supporting fire/EMS/police 

and public safety; and (3) improving parks.  We then used a smart goals criteria to name specific 

initiatives.  Our first priority initiative will be update police and fire vehicles to replace older and 

costly vehicles to better serve the residents of our city.  The expected budget for this first initiative is 

approximately $360,000.  Again, the police chief needs the two SUV’s in the requisition tonight and 

the fire chief has told him that he will need a new ambulance very soon.  He encourages the safety 

committee to meet in the very near future to discuss an ambulance purchase and then he will be 

recommending it based on the fire chief’s ambulance.  There are ARPA funds available for this 

budget.  This initiative is allowable under the revenue loss provisions.  The ARPA funds will be used 

for essential safety services to achieve the public’s request to use some of these funds for public 

safety and we can use the other funds for other matters. The expectation is that these vehicles can be 

ordered in 2021 and in service next year.  

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Enzo Sberna, 7872 Columbia Road, stated good evening and would like to apologize in advance 

and thank Council in advance.  He has a question and if he may, again interrupt him at any time if he 

is out of line or exceeding what he is allowed to do or say, he received a letter, which he distributed, 

and he is looking for an answer.  His question is to the police and fire chiefs, he lives in a historic 

house and if a leaf catches on fire he could stand outside and watch everything that he has go to 

ashes, so when he receives a letter in the mail that states that we don’t want our fire chief to fill that 

he has to beg for equipment that is essential for what they do.  His question is do you have to bet for 

equipment to do your job.  Fire Chief Sheehan stated that he approaches every October and 

November Council with his request for purchasing, he gives them a list of what he wants to purchase 

for the year and they usually approve or disapprove any purchases he has.  He is fortunate, unlike the 

police department, to have a 106 fund for equipment maintenance and purchasing.  He can say he has 

been here since April 30, 2019 he has probably purchased and maintenance, repaired around 

$260,000.  We get about $125,000 a year with this fund in 2019 there was an unencumbered balance 

of $131,000 as of September of this year its $179,000 and he purchases what he can with the funds he 

has available.  Mr. Sberna stated that he knows when an ambulance was mentioned he will not say 

who bulked or who didn’t bulk but somebody gets hurt what are we supposed to do ride our bike.  

Fire Chief stated that there will be more about an ambulance during his report.   

 

Ms. Jones asked what this had to do with Council this is a piece of political literature.  Mr. Sberna 

stated that it is a statement, it is a city council person making a statement that our police and fire have 

to beg for equipment and he is curious if that is an opinion or its factual.  Mr. Bemer stated that we 

are letting our resident get into this al little bit to explain.  We are a public body and there is strict 

prohibition from any from any politicking or campaigning during a public meeting or on public 

premises.  He thinks what the Council President is asking is that Mr. Sberna get to his point because 

everyone is uneasy at this point bringing political literature in front of City Council.  Mr. Stibich 

asked if he had the same question for Chief Rogers.  Mr. Sberna stated same question do you have to 

beg for equipment.  Chief Rogers stated that he is not trying to be facetious with you as it is a simple 
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question with a complicated answer.  Like Fire Chief Sheehan stated we submit a budget to City 

Council every year and we put things in that budget that we feel we are going to need for the 

following year.  For example, one of the things he and Finance Director Swaisgood put into the 

budget with the mayor’s input and council approved was two speed signs and we were able to 

purchase those this year out of that budgeted money.  He suspects that what Mr. Sberna is asking is 

things that aren’t necessarily budgeted, things that come up, when we need something we come to 

Council if its over $2,500; if Council believes that we need it there is a process there.  Other than that, 

do we purchase things sure we purchase ammo every year, which is budgeted, we purchase uniforms 

for new hires, a couple of years ago the sergeants needed new computers and we were able to do that, 

had to come to Council to get that done.  He is not trying to avoid the question because he does not 

want to get political either.  It sounds like a little bit of a cop out but as Chief Sheehan alluded, we 

have a budget and we are expected to stay within that budget, we purchase things out of that budget 

and if we need to purchase something that does not come out of the budget something that is 

unforeseen, etc., we have to come back to council.  He can say that the cars always seem to be an 

issue and we had a difficult time four, six, eight years ago getting some cruisers and we ended up not 

getting cruisers for a few years which forced us in the last few years to buy a cruiser every year.  The 

two that he will be talking to council about shortly will catch us up to where we should have been 

unfortunately a few years ago.  If your question is does he have to put hat in hand and come in front 

of council and beg for stuff, he wouldn’t characterize it like that; he has to come to the Mayor and/or 

Council for everything he purchases in some way shape or form.  Now, he gets bills that we pay for 

office supplies, etc., it may appear that he doesn’t have to ask to do those things but he does and did 

the prior October when he completed his budget and these find people approved it.    

 

Mr. Stibich asked if that answered his questions.  Mr. Sberna replied yes, for him it is about 

accountability and that is a big thing because he is pro police and pro fire, like he said if you have an 

accident what are you going to do ride your bike to the hospital.  Mr. Stibich stated that he was 

concerned that maybe they were needing something that they were not getting.  Mr. Sberna stated that 

he wants to separate hearsay from something factual and again, he is not singling any out; he isn’t 

trying to.  He has received letters from both and looked at them and felt that with this one he was 

concerned for the public safety services.   

 

Mr. Sberna stated that obviously you cannot tell him every time they have denied you something but 

if you make a request and they don’t approve it then you’re getting that back in writing correct?  

Chief Sheehan stated that it is done at a council meeting and on the record.  We put in a request and 

there have been times that he has been grilled by council members but they are just doing their job 

and that usually goes on during budget hearings especially larger purchases.  Ms. Jones stated that 

they give council their wish list and budget and then when they get their budget back.  Mr. Sberna 

replied as long as they are not hurting because that is his biggest concern.  

 

Ms. Jones asked if Council was going to discuss campaign literature now at every meeting.  Mr. 

Stibich replied that if a resident wants to talk about certain issues yes, but he does not want to be 

talking about campaign literature.  Mr. Sberna replied no disrespect intended to anyone then don’t 

send it to me if you do not want me to comment on it.  Ms. Jones stated that she doesn’t want 20 

people to come in here about campaign literature.  Mr. Sberna stated that he is able to come in here 

whenever he wants.  Mr. Stibich replied that he does not want that to happen either Ms. Jones.  Mr. 

Sberna stated that city officials are held to a higher standard that is why you are an elected official 

just like the police chief.  Mr. Stibich stated that he had a question do the police and fire chief get the 

equipment and he hopes that they have answered that question to his satisfaction.  That is the end of 
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it.  Ms. Jones stated as a resident can she ask a question.  Mr. Stibich replied that she can do that 

during her report.  Ms. Jones replied that she is going to ask a question that she saw on a piece of 

literature.  Mr. Stibich again stated that she can do that during her report.  We are not going to 

campaign here in the office.  Ms. Jones replied that she will have residents come in and ask them next 

time.  

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-19; Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief  
Chief Rogers stated that he would like to mention that the department had a retirement of a 

Community Service Officer Mike Priolo on September 22nd.  Mike has been with the department for 

over 12 years and believes that several Council members know Mike as he delivered Council packets.  

He was a retired Cleveland Police officer and we wish him the best.  The department replaced him 

with Ed Gray who is also a retired Cleveland Policeman, he is a retired homicide detective from the 

Cleveland Police department and served for Cleveland for over 28years and he is a resident of the 

city.  We feel real lucky to have Ed with the department and started training with Joe Bujnak our 

other community officer.  Big shoes to fill for Ed but he is sure that he will do great.  

 

We have some anniversaries this month in the police department and he thought Council should 

know.  On October 19th Patrolman Leanza will have 18 years with the department; on October 24th 

Patrolman Dunegan will have 15 years with the department and on October 16th part time Patrol 

Officer Larry Meluch will have 36 years with the department.  Many of you know Larry he was full 

time and retired as a lieutenant waited his 60 days and then came back and that should be recognized; 

36 years with us on October 16th.  He would like to thank all of these officers for their service as it is 

appreciated.  

 

He stated that the last two weeks Detective Hartman attended crime scene photography 1 and 2 at 

OPOTA.  This was a good class for him and for the detective bureau.  He stated that K9 Gauge and 

Officer Daugherty attended a National K9 Conference in Alpina, Michigan.  K9 Gauge obtained 

national certifications with master trainers in obedience, patrol, narcotics, and evidence.  Officer 

Daugherty also obtained the certification to be a state trainer.  So, our K9 officer will be training other 

K9 officers and certifying them in the State of Ohio. Chief Rogers thinks this is a real feather in our 

cap and it’s a real testament to the hard work that Patrolman Daugherty does with the K9 program.  

This week Patrolman Daugherty and Patrolman McDonald are conducting our yearly range weapon 

qualifications. Hopefully you will not get any complaints on the south end of town but we are at the 

range in Columbia Station.  

 

The requisition order will replace our two oldest cruisers, one of which is out of service and has been 

out of service for several months because it was cost prohibitive to repair. It would have cost about 

$5,000 to get it road ready so its been sitting here; once we replace it we will sell it on govdeals. The 

other vehicle is the 2013 Ram which is eight years old coming up on nine and has well over 170,000 

miles. It actually doesn’t look that great there’s some rust on it etc. He has met with the mayor and 

finance director extensively on this the last two months, probably even a little more than that, Finance 
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Director Swaisgood came up with, in his opinion, a very good plan for how to do this. As you are all 

aware the Mayor met with residents to find out how they wanted some of this ARPA money spent 

and the plan they came up with was to purchase one vehicle with the ARPA funds and then lease out 

the other vehicle at three payments so we could get it now.  One of the main reasons we would like to 

get them now is delivery dates, like he said we have one car that is redlined which we will never use 

and the truck could be red lined tomorrow, quite frankly, and that creates a problem for the other 

cruisers that we just purchased in the last few years, including the one we just got delivered a couple 

of months ago. It will unnecessarily raise the wear and tear and mileage on those. This purchase will 

get our fleet back to seven. He has discussed with a few people and this should be the last purchase 

for a little while, until body styles change, where we don’t have to purchase all of the interior 

equipment, the lights, siren, camera, radars, and all that stuff. Next year when he comes to Council 

for a purchase for the following year delivery for car six, which is our oldest SUV, we should be able 

to use at a minimum the camera, the radar equipment, etc. This gets us to where we should be and 

gets us set up for a really good capital plan for cruiser rotations.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Statewide Ford for the purchase of two (2) for 

explorer SUV police cruisers in an amount not to exceed $119,941.02; Mr. McFadden seconded.  

 

Ms. Jones asked how long it would take to receive the vehicles.  Chief Rogers replied that he is glad 

she asked; he spoke with Steve Rick from Statewide Auto on Friday, he and Mr. Swaisgood burned 

up some phone lines making sure we could get all of this in the Council packet, and one of the things 

he learned on Friday was that Statewide received the state bid so they are the only game in town. 

They have spoken with Ford and we expect early 2nd quarter delivery, which is sooner than he had 

originally thought, so we are looking at April next year.  Ms. Jones stated to buy a car at a dealership 

its six to nine months. Chief Rogers replied that we are doing this at the right time, but we won’t get 

them to early 2nd quarter.  Mr. Munteanu asked if these were 2022.  Chief Rogers replied yes.  Mr. 

Munteanu asked if the RAM would go on govdeals in the spring and if he would try to keep it in 

service. Chief Rogers stated that the charger could be put on govdeals tomorrow but the truck we are 

going to try to get it through one more winter until these are delivered.  Ms. Jansen stated that when 

Chief Rogers spoke earlier he indicated that he asks for equipment in the budget and then the budget 

is approved by Council and asked if there were any vehicles previously approved.  Chief Rogers 

replied one.  Ms. Jansen stated that she is curious as to why its November and we are just now able to 

purchase.  Chief Rogers replied that we purchased one at the beginning of the year in January but it 

was not delivered until August so that money was encumbered in January as part of this year’s 

budget.  Ms. Jansen stated that we weren’t going to get these two this year.  Chief Rogers replied 

correct.  Ms. Jansen asked if this was because of the COVID money. Chief Rogers replied that he 

would not say it’s because of COVID money; he thinks that COVID money is allowing us to get two 

and like he said he, the Mayor, and Mr. Swaisgood have been talking about this for a couple of the 

months at least, if not longer, trying to figure out ways to be responsible with the funds but still find a 

way to get the fleet back to where it should be. Mr. Stibich asked if the plan was to buy a new cruiser 

each year.  Chief Rogers replied it was which we have done; but again, it’s a complicated answer, 

there are things that happen beyond our control.  He did not expect the charger to die he thought we 

would be able to get it through to next year but clearly, he was wrong. Mr. Stibich stated that we now 

have an opportunity to lock in a price and delivery time for next year. Chief Rogers stated that a big 

reason for that is the funds that we have now. Mr. Stibich stated that we are able to get the additional 

unit that we weren’t planning on getting next year. Chief Rogers replied yes. Ms. Jansen stated that 

from the meetings where we discussed this with the residents when we were discussing it before in 

here, correct her if she’s wrong, but didn’t the Chief say even after we purchase these two vehicles we 
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are still going to be down two, that we were down four and are buying two.  Chief Rogers replied no, 

we purchased a vehicle in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 but delivery was staggered even back before 

COVID. These two vehicles will put us back to where we should be with seven vehicles including the 

K9. Now, at some point we will have to look at a new detective vehicle and a new chiefs vehicle but 

these cruisers were the most important thing to get done right now, we can muddle with the rest for 

now. It was very important that we get these to bring us to seven road patrol cruisers and then next 

year car six, which is a 2017 and will be five years old, we have done a pretty good job with the 

miles, but this would be the next vehicle that would get rotated out. Ms. Jansen asked if there was 

anything besides vehicles that he needed, that was budgeted but has not been purchased yet.  Chief 

Rogers stated nothing he can think of right now, we talk about a lot that we would like to get but it 

gets complicated with funds and money; being able to come to Council to ask Council for certain 

purchases.  He knows there is another ordinance that Council is considering regarding raising 

minimums which will help a little but again, we still have to get Council approval before we buy 

something either in the blanket process or through the budget process.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that Horton Ambulance was at the station last Friday, unfortunately they are so 

busy they were unable to present a demo ambulance. A sales representative came in and talked to the 

on-duty personnel to try to come up with a design.  They are supposed to give us a quote, which will 

be our third quote, but it’s been like pulling teeth to get ambulance companies to come in and show 

us ambulances.  Right now, we have quotes from Lifeline and Burgess, Horton will be the third and 

then he will approach safety committee to discuss plans with the ARPA funds to purchase the 

ambulance.  

 

He stated that regarding the grant we received for an air compressor to fill SCBA’s we received 

several quotes and are leaning towards Breathing Air which is presently the same one we have and 

are the ones that provided us with the system that has been at the station since 2004. In reviewing 

their products they seem to have the most reliable product plus they build their own compressors 

where the other companies have lessor value type products, they do not build their own compressors 

and they are aluminum instead of stainless steel. Plus, with Breathing Air they will give us all the 

service contracts and service that has been done to the unit since 2004 so when we sell the old unit on 

govdeals all that information will be available for those who bid. He is very confident that we will 

probably receive more than enough from the sale of the present compressor to cover the matching 

funds needed for the FEMA grant.  

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director 

Mr. Swaisgood stated that he would like to review the financial report real. The Mayor summarized it 

up well and he would also like to commend the Mayor, chiefs and directors, especially for the last 

year, getting this city in this fiscal shape and being financially responsible. We have a cash balance 

over $2 million dollars unencumbered and $1.5 million at the end of September which is a great sign 

for the city going forward especially as we go through budget discussions this fall.  He does want to 

point out in Report 52, in the General Fund, one good sign is the local government fund for the 

county and the state which is up on the year compared to last year. That is not only a good sign for 

the local community but also for the state as well that these funds are still available and we are seeing 

more of those funds come in.  Income tax is up 4.78% year over year from September of 2020. He 

wants to point out, which is also a good sign, that the business withholdings is up 6.82%; so local 

businesses are up over 6% on the year which is a good sign for the local community. He is a little 
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surprised on the individual side and was hoping that would be a little higher but in the positive across 

the board for business withholding and individual and business net profit it is a great sign for the end 

of September.  Hopefully we can maintain that through the rest of the year and he does not see why 

we wouldn’t.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that looking at the income tax collections he thinks it’s a great sign that the 

business withholdings are up which means that our businesses have employees, perhaps they are 

paying them more per hour, perhaps there is more employees working, but it is a sign of a healthy 

economy here. The business net profit is up 54% so the businesses that are operating are doing well 

and it speaks well for the future.  He also noticed on the cash report that there are no negative 

balances in the any of the funds so Mr. Swaisgood has cleaned those up.  Mr. Swaisgood stated that 

he looks at that every month. Mr. Stibich stated that Report 52 looks good and speaks volumes from 

where we were four years ago and just good fiscal management cooperation with the department 

heads and operating the city. We are kind of back to the way things were eight years ago so it’s a very 

good sign for the future.  

 

Mr. Swaisgood stated that he would like to give finance committee meetings dates for the fall for 

budget meetings.  Mr. Stibich stated that in the past the department heads come in and speak to us 

with their budgets and we would have fire on one day, police on another, and service which is really 

the biggest and messiest because of all the special funds on a separate day. Then we would have a 

fourth day for general administrative and everything else that wasn’t already done so we would do it 

over four meetings at least. He stated that if there is any way to make that more efficient or condense 

it he thinks everyone would appreciate it but this seemed to work the best.  As to specific dates they 

were usually in October or November and would ask Mr. Swaisgood to provide some suggestions 

that works for him and when the department heads.   Mr. Swaisgood stated that he does a few dates 

and will make sure they are good for the department heads. Mr. Stibich asked what dates were good 

for him.  Mr. Swaisgood replied November 9th, 11th, 16th and 18th; so that this can be completed over 

a span of two weeks.  Mr. McFadden asked if these were good or bad dates for Mr. Swaisgood.  Mr. 

Swaisgood replied they were good and are the dates he is suggesting.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I – No Report  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz stated that October 3rd the Park and Recreation Board sponsored the annual Falls Day 

in the Park event, which was chaired by Dave Buchholz.  All board members worked very hard along 

side Mr. Buchholz.  We had the pride of Olmsted Falls Bulldog Marching Band, CLE Market 

provided many vendors, DJ Melanie provided music as well as games for all ages.  There was a 

balloon man making balloons from swords to kitty cats, to dragon flies.  The Garden Club brought in 

pumpkins for children of all ages to decorate, even the marching band got in on the action; Kiwanis 

had chili, donuts, and cider; German Club had hot dogs, OFMA distributed the donuts and cider, 

which Kiwanis provided, to the Marching Band.  The citizen of the year was awarded to Joe Duffy, 

who was nominated by five different people, one of them was his mom. There were a total of seven 

nominations if you weren’t there you missed a good time.  

 

The next event is Fall-O-Ween at Grand Pacific Junction which includes trunk or treat and will be 

held on Sunday, October 24th from 1 until 3PM. St. Mary’s is allowing us to use their parking lot. The 

friends of Olmsted Community Parks and the Olmsted Falls Garden Club once again will be 

sponsoring wreaths for the holidays to raise funds for the parks in the Olmsted communities. They are 
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asking for a donation of a $100 for each wreath. She gave Ms. Mancini a copy of the request form to 

post on the city’s website and Facebook.  These wreaths will be part of the decorations at the Village 

Green for Christmas.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that there was a good article in the Sun News about Mr. and asked if she knew 

anything or wanted to say anything about him.  Ms. Buchholz replied that she had never met him and 

had no idea who he was until the nominations were read at the park and rec meeting; he does fantastic 

work through the Community Church. She stated that Ms. Lukes wrote the mayor’s speech for that 

day and she forward that speech to Joann Dumound.  Mayor Graven stated that Mr. Duffy works with 

a lot of kids at Olmsted Community Church and does summer trips with them. He also helps a lot of 

the older people; he is a great guy and helps everyone.  Ms. Buchholz stated that Mr. Duffy takes kids 

down to Appalachia and works with the people in Kentucky. She said that he was flabbergasted and 

had no idea that he was being awarded.  Mr. Stibich stated that Mr. Duffy said in the article that his 

mom was asking him some strange questions and he should have known something was up.  Ms. 

Buchholz stated that she was one of the nominators.   

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV – No Report  

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen  

Ms. Jansen stated that Ordinance 47-2021 which was referred to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission the Clerk distributed a memo with those recommendations.  The ordinance is to amend 

the square footage of the garage and the Commission unanimously recommended approval as 

amended.  The second ordinance concerning the fences, Ordinance 50-2021, they had a lengthy 

discussion but were unable to come to a conclusion and have tabled it for further consideration so she 

would ask that Council table that ordinance tonight.  

 

I received this email from Ann Reichle, she wasn’t able to come tonight and asked that she read it 

into the record, it is dated October 12, 2021 and states “Respectfully, submitted by Ann Reichle to be 

read at Council by Jennifer Jansen, Councilwoman at Large. I was in attendance at the September 14, 

2021 Council meeting, I am only reading the minutes from that meeting for the time today.  During 

the heated discussion over the Ordinance proposed by Ms. Jansen and Ms. Jones Mayor Graven 

stated that I was on the Master Plan Committee on June 14, 2016 when it was officially adopted.  I 

am confirming that to be true.  I am a 23 year business owner in the community, grew up here and 

spent the majority of my life living and doing everything I could to enhance the quality of life in this 

community. Even though I currently reside in North Ridgeville I have been a founding member of the 

Chamber of Commerce, served as past president of the Olmsted Chamber at the same time I was 

serving as president of the North Olmsted Chamber.  I was voted business person of the year for 

being one of the three people including Garry Thompson and Greg Monin to bring the JEDD to our 

community as a way to find tax relief for residents of two struggling communities.  I am the founder 

of the downtown Olmsted Falls business organization and co-chaired Heritage Days with Bill Henzey 

for two years. I have received proclamations from government officials in both of our Olmsted 

communities, I helped fund band uniforms for our high school band, I have been involved in 

fundraisers for all of our safety service forces, I have bought all of the lighting at the Village Green 

and the Harding Bridge when it was first offered, I have thrown my heart and soul into any event or 

celebration that enriches the lives of residents here.  I am not doing this to pat myself on the back, I 

am saying this because I have been on record in this community for over 20 years in support of 

increasing our business to residential ratio to offset the taxes being paid here, particularly by so many 

elderly. Money spent at businesses in your home community multiplies as much as 10 times as it is 
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reinvested back directly to provide jobs, satisfy needs and turn into the many donations I have stated 

above.  I was floored that the Mayor would even suggest that being on the committee I voted to 

approve tax abatement for the residential growth here, apparently he doesn’t know me well.  Being 

part of a committee does not mean you vote in the affirmation for the action taken. I resent the fact 

that this was implied and public without my knowledge, by the time this was mentioned public 

comment was closed I could not respond.  I am unable to attend this evening however I respectfully 

request the removal of my name from the list of others mentioned in the minutes of September 14, 

2021 and gratitude for the good that Council has done. Ann Reichle.” 

 

Ms. Jansen stated that Council has already approved the minutes and asked if we could make the 

amendment for Ms. Reichle.  Mr. Stibich stated that they have been approved and if they are accurate, 

he would not change what they state because someone wants their name removed.  If the name was 

mentioned, it really needs to be in there.  Ms. Jones replied that the Clerk can indicate that a 

correction was requested.  Mr. Munteanu indicated that her letter is now in the record.   

 

Ms. Jansen stated that she would like to recognize Alan Perkins for bringing positive media attention 

to Olmsted Falls.  Over the past two days the Halloween display he created, which is not complete 

yet, has received attention from not only local media but Michigan media and even in the UK.  Mr. 

Stibich asked if this display was at his home.  Ms. Jansen responded yes, his home on River Road.  At 

the time of writing this his post on Facebook had been shared over 47,000 times; has over 10,000 

comments and 52,000 reactions; on Twitter it has been re-tweeted over 13,000 times and has had 

80,000 likes.  She is very proud of this well-deserved recognition and is thankful for all he has done 

in the past for our community.  If you haven’t seen it yet you have to drive down River Road it is 

absolutely amazing.  The other part that is not complete yet is a skull that he is adding to the top of 

his house.  Mr. Stibich indicated that Mr. Perkins was always active in the parks and programs and 

we appreciate everything he did for the city then and now even though he is not on the committees, 

he is a good citizen.  

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Lori Jones 

Ms. Jones stated no report and that she is not going to go to the campaign questions in city council 

meetings.  She does have one question for Ms. Buchholz regarding the Park and Recreation Board as 

she heard they were way down and asked if that would impact their ability to continue to do their 

things. Ms. Buchholz replied that she wouldn’t know until the end of their year. Ms. Jones asked if 

they needed a lot of people.  Ms. Buchholz replied there are five members and the board is allowed to 

have nine.  Ms. Jones stated that she just wondered because she heard it was down and if anyone 

knew people that wanted to work.  Mr. Stibich stated that if there are any referrals or interested 

individuals bring their name to the mayor and he will review and add to the committee as needed.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report  

 

Council President Paul Stibich – No Report  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director – No Report  
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Old Business  

 

Ordinance 10-2021 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WAGES, BENEFITS AND OTHER 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES  Tabled on Third 

Reading (03/09/21) 
 

Remained on Table 

 

Mr. Stibich stated that a work session should be scheduled to finish reviewing and revising.  Mr. 

Munteanu stated that he would prefer holding the work session on a day that is not a Council evening 

in case it does not get completed.  After scheduling discussions, the work session was scheduled for 

Monday, the 18th at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Ordinance 47-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1240.09(a)(3)(A) OF THE OLMSTED FALLS 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES ENTITLED “ACCESSORY USE REGULATIONS” AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  Third Reading 

 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to amend pursuant to Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendations 

per memo dated October 7, 2021, (see attached); Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  Mr. Munteanu moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 50-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1274.03(a)(2)(A)(1)(b) OF THE OLMSTED 

FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCES ENTITLED “FENCES” AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   Third Reading 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to table; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. Stibich stated that he hopes that 

Planning can review and make a recommendation by the next Council meeting.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.   

 

New Business  

 

Resolution 52-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT FOR THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES TO BE 

RENDERED DURING THE YEARS 2022 AND 2023 AND TO DIRECT THE 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY FISCAL OFFICER TO CREDIT THE CONSIDERATION 

PAYABLE UNDER SAID CONTRACT AND TO DEDUCT EQUIVALENT SUMS FROM 

TAX SETTLEMENTS DUE THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 
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Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Jones seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 

0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 53-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE FIFTH 

AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITIES OF OLMSTED 

FALLS AND STRONGSVILLE FOR REGIONAL DISPATCH SERVICES IN THE 

SOUTHWEST AREAS, FOR 2022, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Mr. Stibich indicated that he would like to review.  Mr. Chitester 

removed his motion to suspend.  Mr. Stibich moved to discuss.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that he would like to get some information about the total cost for the dispatch 

center and our share compared to what other cities are paying and knows that Chief Rogers is 

working on that information.  He indicated that maybe we could include this on the work session that 

we have scheduled.  Council agreed.  

 

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 
Mr. Chitester moved to adjourn; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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